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SOME NOTES ON MATINNECONK, OE BUKLINGTON 

ISLAND. 



BY WILLIAM NELSON. 



Matinneconk, or Burlington Island, has an interesting his- 
tory. The Swedes had taken possession of it prior to 1648, 
as one of the desirable places in the Delaware River. — N. Y. 
Col. Docs., XII., 37, O'Callaghan's Hist. New Netherland, II., 
80. It is designated on Lindstrom's map of New Sweden, 
in 1654-5, as Tinnakonk's Eylandh, although that name 
pertained more properly to the island now Tinnacum, eight 
or nine miles below Philadelphia, where the Swedish Gov- 
ernor Printz established his residence. — Hist. New Sioeden, 
by Isaac Acrelius {Memoirs Perm. Hist. Soc, XII.), Phila., 
1874, 42, 67. In 1656 a Swedish vessel sailed up the Dela- 
ware and landed goods at Matinnekonck, regardless of the 
Dutch.— Cal. N. Y. Hist. MSS., I., 167. In 1668, Peter 
Jegou, a Frenchman, " obtayned a permit & grant of gov- 
ern 1 Philip Cartret, to take up ye Land Called Leasy Point 
lying and being over agst. Mattinageonn Eyland and Bur- 
lington to settle himselfe there and to build and Keep a 
house of Entertaynment for ye : accomodation of Trauelors." 
He probably acquired Matinneconk Island about the same 
time. Two years later he was " plundered by the Indians and 
by them utterly ruined as is well known to all y* world," as 
he declared with bold hyperbole in 1679. — Records of Upland 
Court {Memoirs Perm. Hist. Soc, VII.), 140-1. He claimed 
to have lost 5000 guilders by this raid. — N. Y. Col. Docs., 
XH., 476. In 1667-8 (February 15), Peter Alrichs was 
given by Governor Nicolls, of New York, a grant for two 
islands " southwest from ye Island eomonly called Matine- 
conck." — 2 Perm. Archives, VII., 721. In September, 1671, 
the sister of an Indian named Tishiowycans died. The un- 
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happy savage " exprest great Grief for it and said the Man- 
etto hath kill'd my Sister, & I will go and kill the Chris- 
tians, so taking another [Wywannattamo] with him he" 
sallied out and killed two Dutchmen, Peter Veltscheerder 
and Christian Samuels, at Tinnagcong Island, the men being 
in the service of Mr. Alrichs. — Records Upland Court, 149 ; 
2 Pern. Archives, V., 601-11 ; N. Y. Col. Docs., XII., 484-8. 
A general war between the whites and the Indians was 
averted only by the prompt action of some of the latter, who 
caused one of the murderers to be slain as soon as found, in 
the ensuing December. — 2 Penn. Archives, V., 611. Mean- 
time, measures were taken to fortify Matinneconk Island 
against any further attacks. — lb., 603. "When the first 
Quaker settlers sailed up the Delaware, the sixteenth of 
Sixth month, 1677, "they got to a place called Chygoes 
Island, from Chygoe, an Indian Sachem, who lived there," 
we are told by the usually very accurate historian, Samuel 
Smith. — History of New Jersey, 93. This " Indian Sachem," 
however, was doubtless the Frenchman, Peter Jegou, the 
tavern-keeper on the opposite point, for a year later the set- 
tlers said themselves, in a writing still extant, that when 
they arrived at Matinneconk Island they found it in posses- 
sion of Henry Jacobs, who was "equally concerned with 
Peeter Jegoe and both tennants to the Governor for the 
Hand afforsaide," Jacobs being of great service to them sub- 
sequently in their intercourse with the Indians, whose 
language he understood. — N. Y. Col. Docs., XII., 615. In 
1678 (November 14), Robert Stacy, one of the Yorkshire 
commissioners of the Burlington colony, obtained from 
Governor Andros, of New York, and who assumed jurisdic- 
tion over the whole of the former New Netherlands, a lease 
for Matinniconk Island, for the term of seven years from Jan- 
uary 1, 1679, "with all the Houseing, Lands, Pastures, 
Feedings, Meadowes, and Appurtenances to the said Island 
belonging or in any wise appertaining now or lately in the 
tenure or Occupacon of Peter Jegoe and Hendrick Jacobse 
in partnership." The yearly rental was to be " thirty bush- 
els of good winter wheate." — lb., 614. Friend Stacy ap- 
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pears not unnaturally to have anticipated trouble in ejecting 
Jegou and Jacobs, and on November 18 secured from Gov- 
ernor Andros an order to the English commander on the 
Delaware to put him in possession of the island. — 2 Perm. 
Archives, V., 709. A number of the principal settlers of 
Burlington remonstrated against this lease, that " another 
should so come to sucseed [Jegou and Jacobs] that hath 
been entertained as a stranger in time of necessity." — N. Y. 
Col. Does., XII., 615 ; N. J. Archives, I, 287-8. In 1682 
(September 28) the "West Jersey Assembly passed an act 
vesting the possession of the island in the town of Burling- 
ton, "the Rents, Issues and Proffits thereout and therefrom 
Yearly arising to be employed for the Maintaining of a 
School for the Education of Youth within the said Town, 
and in the first and second Tenths." — Learning and Spicer, 
455. Perhaps the establishment of the supremacy of the 
title of the West Jersey Proprietors over the usurpation of 
Governor Andros induced Stacy to yield his claims under 
his lease. At all events, he was a member of the Legisla- 
ture which passed the act, and there is nothing to show that 
he opposed the measure. The right of the Assembly to thus 
dispose of the island does not seem to have been admitted 
by the Proprietors, for in 1711 it was surveyed " to Lewis 
Morris as agent to y 8 "West Jersey Society by Thomas Gar- 
diner, Survey Genl.," being by him called " Matoneconk 
Isles," and said to contain 400 acres. — Records Upland Court, 
141, N. In 1767 the citizens in town meeting resolved to 
" Constitute a Public Free School in the City of Burlington, 
and that the rent of the Island should be applied to the use 
of the Free School for which purpose the said island was 
vested in the town." It was also agreed that the moneys so 
arising should be applied to the education of orphan and 
indigent children exclusively. — Hist. Burlington and Mercer 
Counties, 143-5. The property has been thus used for school 
purposes ever since the action mentioned. The income 
supports one of the public schools of Burlington. What a 
contrast between 1671 and 1885 ! 



